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Lesson 1

THE APPLICATION OF REDEMPTION

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ by the effectual application of it to us by his Holy Spirit.

Q. 30. How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.
Q. 31. What is effectual calling?
A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the gospel.
I. The thief on the cross

Two men, both hardened criminals, are hanging on a cross. Each is being punished by death, and in their company is a third man, also condemned and dying. Over this man’s head a sign has been nailed that says: “King of the Jews.” Those watching the execution amuse themselves by making fun of the king.
Two thieves, in the same situation, are hearing and seeing the same things. One of them joins in the mocking. The other suddenly addresses his fellow criminal: “Don’t you fear God, seeing you are in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he turns toward the centre cross and says to the man hanging there: “Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom!”
1. What word in the thief’s request to Jesus shows that he believed Christ had power?
2. What was there about the situation that makes such faith so remarkable?
3. The thief believed on Christ even under difficult conditions. What did the disciples do when Jesus was led away by the soldiers? What did Peter do in the high priest’s house? (Luke 22:54-62).
4. How do the words of the thief to his companion and to Christ prove that he had been effectually called? (see Q.&A. 31 of the catechism)
II.
The Apostle Paul

Paul is another illustration of one who was effectually called. Match his statements, as found in the Scripture references, to the phrase of the catechism answer that they illustrate.
work of God’s Spirit




a. Philippians 2:13
convincing us of sin




b. Romans 8:1,2
enlightening our minds



c. Ephesians 2:1
renewing our wills




d. 1 Timothy 1:15 b
enabling us to embrace Jesus Christ


e. 2 Corinthians 4:6
II. Different Responses to the Gospel
State whether the following persons believed or rejected the Gospel message presented by Paul and where possible give the reason why some said no.
1. Felix (Acts 24)
2. Lydia (Acts 13:14)
3. Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:6-12)
4. Demetrius the silversmith (Acts 19:24-41)
5. Ananias the High Priest (Acts 23:1-10)
III. The Valley of Dry Bones

According to Ephesians 2:1 all sinners can be described as ___________________________.
Can a corpse hear when you call its name? Neither can sinners hear the gospel call. How then can any be saved? In answer to this question God gave the prophet Ezekiel a vision in chapter 37:1-14. Read it and answer the following questions:
1. What was the condition of the bones the prophet saw lying in the valley? (vv.1-2).
2. What question did the Lord ask Ezekiel and what was his answer? (v.3).
3. What did the Lord tell Ezekiel to do? (vv.4-6).
4. How did Ezekiel obey the Lord’s command and what happened as a result? (vv.7-8).
5. What else did the prophet have to do? (vv.9-10).
6. How does this vision illustrate effectual calling?
7. What caused the dry bones to live?
8. What was Ezekiel’s task?
9. How does all this apply to gospel preaching today?
