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Introduction

Rather than a comprehensive treatment of the Belgic Confession or Confession of Faith, this study guide and workbook is intended to be an introduction to this Reformed creed. It is designed to give beginners a taste of one of the so-called Three Forms of Unity (Belgic Confession, Heidelberg Catechism and Canons of Dort). It should be noted that certain parts of its teachings are expanded and others are only briefly covered. The purpose of this manual is to be a survey and it is expected that students will go on to a more comprehensive study later. 


The Belgic Confession (1561) is the earliest of the three standards of the Reformed Churches; the others being the Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons of Dort. Primarily written by Guido de Brès, it is the fruit of a mature and tried faith. He learned the great truths of salvation from the Bible, which the Reformers re-discovered. Public confession of this faith made de Brès liable to death by burning and so he fled to England. While there, he came into contact with prominent Reformation leaders such as John a Lasco and Martin Bucer, Calvin’s minister-friend from Geneva. These men preached the great truths of the Bible, wrote catechisms and instituted congregations. In 1552, de Brès returned to the Lowlands and a few years later he met Calvin, whose writings he had read and followed. After three years of study in Geneva under Beza, he entered the active ministry again and made his headquarters in Doornik, Belgium (hence the name Belgic Confession), where he became a leader of the Reformed cause. Here he wrote the Belgic Confession in French. It was received enthusiastically and immediately translated into Dutch and soon into German. 

The Confession was intended to reinforce the faith of the believers and defend the Reformed faith against those who attacked it. The distribution of the Confession eventually cost de Brès his life. He spent fourteen years in a prison cell in Doornik castle. Later he was tortured and imprisoned in a dark and foul place called the Black Hole, where he wrote poignant farewell letters and even some treatises before he was hanged. His last words to his fellow prisoners were: ”Brothers, this morning I have been condemned to death for the doctrine of the Son of God. Praise be to him. I am happy. I never dared to think that God would do me such honour.”


The Confession was adopted by various synods in the Lowlands and eventually in 1619 by the famous national Synod of Dort of the Netherlands. It draws heavily on an earlier confession, the Gallic Confession (1559), written by the Huguenot churches and Calvin. 

Reformed churches that strive to maintain the enduring faith of Scripture subscribe to it today and value its instruction. May we hold the truths of the Belgic Confession as dear as those who gave their life for it.
Note to Teachers
A Scripture verse and a reading from the Belgic Confession are included with the lessons. Because younger beginners may have trouble understanding everything it contains, it is suggested that at the beginning of each class the teacher give a brief summary of the Article being studied. Whenever there is more than one lesson on an Article, the readings from the Confessions are repeated. The activities entitled “Things to Do” are directed to help the students discover the Scriptural basis for the teachings of the Confession. 

An incentive for students to learn is to give them periodic quizzes. At the end of this Study Guide there are quizzes covering Lessons 1-10 and 11-22. 

The primary objective of this manual is that under the blessing of God this workbook may be a means for instilling personal faith. For a historical background to this study manual the book, Glorious Heretic, The Story of Guido de Brès by Thea V. Van Halsema is recommended. Other useful resources for teaching are The Reformed Confession Explained by Dr. Henry Beets; The Church’s Witness to the World by Dr. P.Y. De Jong; Everything in Christ by Clarence Stam (these may not all be in print).
Rev. & Mrs. Cornelis (Neil) Pronk
Reprinted: September 2006
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LESSON 1
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD
_______________________________________________________________________________________
MEMORIZE:
For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse (Romans 1:20)
READ: Belgic Confession, Articles 1 and 2
2

How Can We Know God?
How can we know God? How do we go about finding out Who He is and what He is like? Suppose we want to know what kind of man Martin Luther was. What would we do? We would get some books on him from the library and read up on him. If we wanted to do a very thorough study of his life, we would have to go to Germany and visit his birthplace and the university he attended, as well as the monastery he lived in, etc. In other words, we would have to do a lot of research.

That is how people find out about many things. They learn about the geography of the world by exploring it. Today we hear much about scientists exploring space as well. Also, research and experiment find new drugs and medicines. Some things come to be known by thinking things through and reasoning them out. But nobody can ever find out about God in any of these ways. You cannot find God by exploration or research. Neither can you discover Him by reasoning about Him out or thinking about what He is like.

How then, can we know God? There is only one way. God must tell us about Himself. God must reveal Himself to us. And this is what God has done!
God Revealed Himself in Nature

How has God revealed Himself? In the first place by the universe He has made. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork, says David in Psalm 19. The apostle Paul says in Romans 1:20 that the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.
God Reveals Himself Through Our Conscience
But God speaks not only in the wonders of the world outside of us, but also through His voice within us. He speaks to all men through the voice of their conscience. Even the pagans who have never heard of the Ten Commandments know the difference between right and wrong, as the apostle Paul says--which show the work of the law written in their hearts (Rom.2: 15).
God Reveals Himself Supernaturally
God has not only revealed Himself through nature and through the voice of conscience; He has also revealed Himself in a supernatural way, namely through His Word, the Bible. We call this special revelation.

Why was this supernatural or special revelation necessary? Because God's revelation of Himself through nature has been hidden from man's eyes. That is not nature's fault; it shows the beauty of the Creator plainly enough, but people's minds are blinded by sin. Although the voice of conscience speaks clearly enough, people are so corrupt that they suppress its warnings by living a life of sin. They stifle their conscience and harden their hearts against the truth. 
We Need Special Revelation for Knowledge of Salvation
Therefore another revelation is needed to teach us those things which we ought to have learned through nature. But that is not all. In His special revelation, God also tells us about things of which nature doesn't give the slightest hint. He tells us, for instance, of the way in which sinners, who have broken His holy law and deserve nothing but His wrath, can be saved. He tells us about Jesus Christ, His Son, Who has obtained salvation for sinners and about the Holy Spirit Who applies this salvation to sinners' hearts. In other words, in His special revelation God reveals Himself as the triune God.

Where do we find this revelation? We find it recorded on the pages of one blessed Book, the Bible, or the Word of God.
THINGS TO DO
What is Your Answer?
1.
How do we know there is a God?
2.
How has God revealed Himself?
3.
What do we call these two forms of revelation?

1)

2)
4.
Is the knowledge of God from nature sufficient to salvation? Why or why not?
True or False?
5.
We cannot learn anything about God from nature.  True  False
6.
People who don't have the Ten Commandments are still accountable for the way they live.  True  False
7.
God speaks to us through our conscience.  True   False
Look it up in your Bible:
8.
In Psalm 19 David says the _____________ declare the ____________ of God; and the ____________

sheweth His ________________________ (vs.1).
9.
In Job 11:7 we read, "Canst thou by __________________ find out God? Canst thou find out the 

Almighty unto ______________________.”
10.
Do you think this contradicts Psalm 19? Explain: ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
11.
Romans 1:21 says about the heathens that "when they ____________ God, they _________________

Him not as God, neither were _________________, but became ______________ in their imaginations,

and their _____________ heart was ___________________.

What do you think this means? _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
12.
Psalm 14:1 says, "The fool hath said in his _________, there is no ________.

What do we call people like that today? ____________. 

Why does the Bible call them fools? _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
13. What happens to people who deny the existence of the true God? See Romans 1:22,23.

__________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________
