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Introduction

This brief study, suitable for younger as well as older catechism students, is intended to show that the doctrines taught in our Catechism are based on the Word of God and represent the central teachings of the apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans. Sometimes members of Reformed churches have the idea that the instruction from the Heidelberg Catechism stands alone and is basically a construction of man, while learning something directly from Scripture is more fundamental and therefore more valuable. In order to counter this view, a different approach has been taken to teach the Heidelberg Catechism, going to its source in Scripture.

Because the object is to keep the order of the book of Romans, the Catechism Questions and Answers are not in the order as they appear in the Heidelberg Catechism. This should not be a problem because it is expected that catechism students will be exposed to the chronological and in-depth teachings of the Catechism by other catechism courses and, of course, as they attend worship services where the Catechism is taught. An added benefit of teaching the truths expounded by the Heidelberg Catechism this way is that the students receive an overview of the book of Romans.
The method used is a workbook approach. For each lesson there is a Scripture portion to read and questions and answers from the Heidelberg Catechism to learn. The Bible verses for memorization are chosen to reinforce the questions and answers of the Catechism, while the written questions are intended for the students to think through what they are learning.
For teacher preparation it is suggested that some of the classic commentaries on Romans be consulted as well as study guides on the Heidelberg Catechism.
There are questions at the end of this book to test the student how well she or he knows the material.
May God richly bless this approach to teaching the great truths of His Word as summarized in the Heidelberg Catechism for the instruction in the faith of our youth.
Cornelis Pronk
Fall  2005
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LESSON 1

Introduction
This letter was written about the year 58 A.D. from the city of Corinth, and was carried to the Christians in Rome by a godly woman named Phoebe. The apostle Paul, at the time of the writing of this letter, had never seen Rome, but he was very anxious to meet his brothers and sister in the Lord who lived in that great city.
· Read from Scripture: Romans 1 :1-17
· Memorize: Romans 1:17 - For therein [the gospel of Christ] is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
· Know the Answers to these Questions from the Heidelberg Catechism:
· Question: How are you righteous before God?
· Answer: Only by  a true faith in Jesus Christ  (Q&A60).
· Question: Who works that faith in you?
· Answer: The Holy Spirit (Q&A 65).
· Question: By what means?
· Answer: By the preaching of the Gospel (Q&A65).
Answer These Questions

1. In verses 1 and 14, what three words does Paul use to describe himself?
What ideas do these words express? (If you are not sure of the meaning of the words, use a dictionary.)

2. What outstanding facts concerning Jesus Christ are brought out in verses 3 and 4?
3. (Verses 8 to 11) How does Paul show his intense interest in this church, which he has never seen?
4. (Verses 14 and 15) What was the debt, which the apostle owed?
To whom did he owe it? 
5. Why was Paul not ashamed of the Gospel?
6. Why are we so often ashamed of the Gospel?
