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INTRODUCTION
The Compendium is a shortened form of the Heidelberg Catechism compiled by a Dutch Reformed preacher, Herman Faukelius (1560-1625), upon the request of his consistory at Middelburg, the Netherlands. 
First printed in 1611, its goal was to reach youth who could not comprehend the lengthy answers of the Catechism. It became an official catechetical work of the Reformed churches when it was approved by the Synod of Dort (1618-19) to be used for instructing youth. The Compendium continues to serve its purpose well, providing shorter questions and answers to be memorized by children and youth.
(From the Psalter, edition produced by special arrangement for the Netherlands Reformed Congregations, October 1991, p. 89)
The Compendium (meaning short detailed summary) has often been used to teach in preparation of persons desiring to confess their faith publicly. It also serves well as a summary of Christian doctrine to teach inquirers or new converts.

With the intention to enhance its usefulness by applying the teaching of Scripture to the situation that the church finds itself today, the questions and answers of the Compendium have been enlarged or expanded and divided into 18 lessons.

It is expected that the instructor will have ample resources available to lecture and discuss the topics that are covered.

Cornelis (Neil) Pronk







September 2002
Contents

Lesson 1 -\
Lesson 2 –
Lesson 3 –
Lesson 4 –
Lesson 5 –
Lesson 6 –
Lesson 7- 
Lesson 8 –
Lesson 9 –
Lesson 10 
Lesson 11 –
Lesson 12 –
Lesson 13 –
Lesson 14 –
Lesson 15 –
Lesson 16 – 
Lesson 17 –
Lesson 18 -
LESSON 1
Introduction

1.
What is the Christian religion?

The belief in and service of the only true God who has revealed Himself 
2.
What are the elements of true religion?

True religion consists in knowing, loving, serving, enjoying and glorifying God.
3.
How else may true religion be defined?

The dedication of ourselves to God with all that we are and all that we have.
4.
What Scriptural proof may be adduced to support the above definition?

Romans 12:1, which says that it is our “reasonable service to present our bodies a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God.”
5.
What are false religions?

False religions are so called because:

a. The object of their worship is not the true God, but idols of their own invention;

b. the manner of their worship is arbitrary (based on human whims rather than 

commands);

c. their aim in worshipping is not so much to serve their gods but to serve themselves by

securing divine favours. 
6.
What are the main false religions today?

a. Animism: the belief that natural objects such as stones, plants and animals are inhabited

by souls or spirits.

b. Paganism: the worship of many gods or polytheism.

c. Islam: The religion of the Muslims, a mixture of pagan, Jewish and Christian elements. 

Muslims are the followers of Mohammed who lived in the seventh century A.D. and claimed

to be the highest prophet of God (Allah).

d. Buddhism: followers of Gautama Buddah who taught that man’s highest goal is to 

escape suffering and death and so attain nirvana.

e. Hinduism: basically pantheism or the idea that all is God (Brahma). Man’s highest goal is

to be absorbed into this Brahma or Ultimate Reality. This involves series of reincarnations.

f. Judaism: belief in one God (Jehovah). This is partly true because their sacred book is the  same as our Old Testament, but since the New Testament came into being and it rejects 

Christ, it must be considered false.
7.
What are the main branches of Christianity?

Christianity is divided into three main divisions:

a. the Roman Catholic Church;

b. the Greek Orthodox Church;

c. the Protestant Church
8.
Name the main Protestant denominations:

a. Lutherans

b. Anglicans

c. Presbyterians

d. Reformed

e. Baptists

f. Methodists

g. Pentecostals
  9.
What are sects?
The word sect comes from a word meaning “faction” or “following.” It is applied to groups of Christians who have separated themselves off from the parent church due to a difference of opinion regarding a certain doctrine or practice. Sects are basically Christian, but they emphasize one or more doctrines at the expense of the rest of the Christian faith.
10.
Can you mention some examples of sects?

a. Baptists, because they emphasize believer’s baptism;

b. Plymouth Brethren because they reject special offices in the church; 

c. the Apostolic Brethren because they worship on Saturday; 

d. charismatics because they place undue stress on the gifts of the Spirit.
11.
What are cults?

Cults are also groups that have severed themselves from the Christian church, but they hold to unorthodox views and are therefore viewed by Christians as false religions.
12.
Name some of the major cults.

a. Mormons

b. Jehovah Witnesses


c. Christian Scientists


d. Seventh Day Adventists
